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Democrat Phil Murphy gives his victory speech Tuesday night at Convention Hall in Asbury Park after being elected the state’s 56th governor. Aristide Economopoulos, for The Star-Ledger 


Sweeney turns back teachers union Democrat retakes governor’s office: 


drive to unseat him: State Senate Winner has promised to move 


president an easy victor in 3rd district New Jersey in a progressive direction 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 

State Senate President Stephen Sweeney, the most pow- 
erful lawmaker in New Jersey, won re-election Tuesday 
despite an expensive and bruising effort by the state’s larg- 
est teachers union to oust him from the seat he’s held for 
nearly 16 years. 

Sweeney, a Democrat, beat Republican Fran Grenier by 
about 9,000 votes or 18 percentage points — 59 percent to 
41 percent — to keep his Senate seat in South Jersey’s rural 
3rd legislative district. 

It was the most expensive legislative race in state his- 
tory, with political experts expecting the final price tag to 
be about $20 million. That’s largely because the New Jersey 
Education Association spent more than $5 million to back 
Grenier and try to deny Sweeney, D-Gloucester, a fifth term. 

“It was a waste of money,” Sweeney told NJTV after the 
SEE SWEENEY, 4 


Phil Murphy, a former Wall Street executive and diplo- 
mat with no previous elected experience but deep pock- 
ets and strong ties to the Democratic Party, beat Republi- 
can Kim Guadagno on Tuesday to succeed Chris Christie as 
New Jersey’s governor. 

Based on exit polling, CNN, ABC and NBC projected the 
win for Murphy shortly after the polls closed at 8 p.m. 

With 99 percent of districts reporting, Murphy led Gua- 
dagno by about 13 percentage points, 55.9 percent to 42.2 
percent, according to the Associated Press. 

Murphy’s victory over Guadagno, Christie’s lieutenant 
governor, will usher in a new era of Democratic rule in the 
Garden State after eight years of Christie, a once-popular 
Republican who saw his approval rating plummet to his- 
toric lows in recent years. 

SEE MURPHY, 6 


Mayoral races around the state 
Councilman Ravi Bhalla won Hoboken’'s six-person mayoral 


race, becoming the state's first Sikh mayor. Page 3 
Upset in Monmouth County 

Monmouth County Democratic Chairman Vin Gopal defeated 
Sen. Jennifer Beck in the 11th legislative district. Page 3 


Democrats win big in Virginia 
Democrat Ralph Northam swept to victory in the race for 
Virginia governor. Page 7 


WASHINGTON 


GOP Rep. LoBiondo to retire 


11-term congressman, known for crossing party lines, 


laments partisanship; seat is in play for 2018 election 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


Rep. Frank LoBiondo, the New Jersey 
Republican who most often breaks with 
his party, announced his retirement Tues- 
day with a blast at the partisanship that has 
taken over U.S. politics. 

“I always looked for solutions that pro- 
duce real-world results built upon coop- 
eration and partnerships,” said LoBiondo, 
R-2nd Dist. “Regrettably, our nation is now 
consumed by increasing political polariza- 
tion; there is no longer middle ground to 
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honestly debate issues and put forward solu- 
tions.” 

His retirement puts the South Jersey con- 
gressional district up for grabs in the 2018 
election. 

LoBiondo, 71, first was elected in 1994 as 
Republicans ended 40 years of Democratic 
control of the House and has served 11 terms 
on Capitol Hill. He said the timing was right 
for him to leave because term limits required 
him to give up his aviation subcommittee 
chairmanship and his seat on the House 
Intelligence Committee. 
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} Rep. Frank LoBiondo: 


A ES “A vocal and obstinate 
3 Í minority within both 
~, parties has hijacked good 
(` k a legislation in pursuit of no 
-AN legislation.” AP file photo 


“Furthermore, as some of my closest col- 
leagues have also come to realize, those of 
us who came to Congress to change Wash- 
ington for the better through good gover- 
nance are now the outliers,” LoBiondo said. 
“A vocal and obstinate minority within 
both parties has hijacked good legislation 
in pursuit of no legislation.” 

LoBiondo’s most recent act of defiance 
against his party came last month, when 
SEE RETIRE, 13 
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INSIDE 


Menendez jury asks for 
definition of ‘senator’ 


On the first full day of deliberations in U.S. 
Sen. Robert Menendez’s federal corruption 
trial, the jury had one question for the 
judge: What is the defense definition of a 
“senator”? Page 2 
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